DIRECTIONS:
1. Flatten the clay ball into the bottom of the cup.
The clay should take up less than half of the cup. 2. Make sure the clay is flattened well. The surface should look smooth. 3. Place the object you want to make an impression of (the dinosaur) upside down in the clay. Do NOT bury the object. 4. Gently pour the 1/2 cup of plaster on top of the impression. The plaster has been premeasured for you. 5. Add 2-3 tablespoons of water. The consistency should be like thick pancake batter. Do NOT add too much water or the plaster will be too weak to make the cast. 6. Gently stir the water and plaster together. Make sure you do NOT poke the impression. This will distort your cast. 7. Let your project sit overnight in a dry place. 8. Once the plaster has hardened, tear open the paper cup over a trash can to reveal your fossil.
Now that you have made your very own fossil, please return the clay in an air tight container (zip-lock bag) to your teacher. Your teacher will recycle the clay for future projects. You will also need to return the dinosaur toy and your fossil project to class along with your recording sheet.
If you would like to view a video on how to make this project, please visit our class website and click on the "Homework" tab. Click on the link provided.
I hope you enjoy making your very own fossil. Good luck!
REMINDERS:
• Return the clay in an air tight container (zip-lock bag) to your teacher.
• Return the dinosaur toy to your teacher.
• Return the completed fossil to your teacher.
• Return the completed recording sheet to your teacher.
